Subject Title:  'CSDMS Questionnaire for _____ Model'


Dear ____________

Greetings. I am a member of the CSDMS Terrestrial Working Group.

The Community Surface Dynamics Modeling System (CSDMS:  http://csdms.colorado.edu) has now begun its third year of funding. In the last 2 years, we’ve received ~120 model questionnaires from scientists who support the sharing of models.  The information is now available on the CSDMS model website: http://csdms.colorado.edu/wiki/Models At this link you can view one of the domains (Terrestrial, Marine, Coastal, etc.) One of our goals is to encourage more open collaboration and cooperation within our modeling community. Working together we hope to make the earth surface dynamics community more effective with less duplication of effort, more ways to connect models, and open source models that allow others to easily build upon them. Not long ago the climate modeling community experienced such a cultural shift, which resulted in better funding and vastly improved, integrated modeling.

This is to let you know that we, (CSDMS), are very much interested in the/your '_____' model, and we would appreciate it if you have time in the nearby future to fill out the model questionnaire(s).  Here is the link:   (http://csdms.colorado.edu/wiki/Models_questionnaire) 

This model is listed on the CSDMS model website (list webpage, for instance: http://csdms.colorado.edu/wiki/Terrestrial_Mo) yet it is lacking a completed model questionnaire. The questionnaire only takes a few minutes yet would be very much appreciated by the community. Please consider submitting your metadata (questionnaire) to the CSDMS Model Repository if it's not freely available on another website. (If that is the case, we would hope to direct inquiries to that website or to its author).

A major benefit of serving your source code on the CSDMS website is that once your model's code is available to the community, others might begin working with it and you will potentially have a larger group to offer feedback and to collaborate with you. It is important for you to know that your software license will ensure that your name(s) stays with the code and that your authorship is acknowledged and recognized. We invite you to learn more about that online at (http://csdms.colorado.edu/wiki/Models).

I also noticed that your group are not members of one of the working groups yet. Please consider becoming a member of the CSDMS, already over 320 scientists from 22 countries from academic, industry, governmental agencies, and private corporations have joined us resulting in robust and productive conversation and collaboration. You may join on or more of the working groups. (http://csdms.colorado.edu/wiki/Organization).

Thank you in advance for your time.

Marlene.
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